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Interview with Rev. Robert Kolze 
by Dr. Joseph Watras 
March 13, 1990 
RK: Then the Christian Council because the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church formerly became a member in 
January. And I guess they preferred that because it was a 
Christian body, although I think the council now, as MCU, 
had direct relationships also, working relationships, with 
the Jewish Federation of Dayton as well. In fact, under the 
MCU constitution, the Federation had representation on the 
social concerns commission which is one of the two major 
arms that worked on community issues. 
JW: The social work ••• 
RK: Yes, it's called the Social Concerns Commission 
and that was part of Metropolitan Churches United. It was 
a commission under a board of directors. The board of 
directors was made up of about 45 people from the 15 or so 
denominations that were members. 
JW: When did it begin? When did you start Metropolitan 
Churches United? 
RK: It started in 1970. And I came here in 1971 as 
the first executive director. And after Vatican II, in 
1965, of course, and there was great interest on the part of 
the Roman Catholic Church in being part of ecumenical 
bodies. And during the study process of developing a new 
organization, from 1968 to 1970, the Archdiocese of 
Cincinnati became a part of the study process, actually the 
2nd year of the study process. And voted officially to be 
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members, membership by denomination, was membership under 
MCU and continuing councils as well. 
JW: It must have been an exciting time. 
RK: Oh, it was very exciting. Matthew Kohlmescher, 
does that name strike you? Is he still around? 
JW: Yes, he still teaches in our Religious Studies 
Dept. 
RK: Matt was a member of the Personnel Committee. 
JW: That is interesting. He was the chair of the 
Search Committee which hired the new dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences. So evidently he still is in Personnel! 
RK: I was very glad to be here. 
JW: You came here from ••• ? 
RK: I came here from a position with the National 
Council of Churches. I was a midwest field representative 
for what was better known as the Division of Christian Life 
Mission. And so I worked with denominations and ecumenical 
bodies in a 7-state area in the midwest, including Ohio. 
Was headquartered in Arlington Heights, Illinois. 
JW: I guess I would like to ask about the efforts 
Metropolitan Churches United did in behalf of the 
desegregation of Dayton City Schools. I realize that is 
not ••• you wouldn't think of that as the aim of the 
organization, perhaps not even an important concern, but 
they did become involved. 
RK: Right, they certainly did. And I would like to 
say that I've got a copy of our 1976 annual report. And 
there are about 6 pages that outline what we did from 1970 
through 1976. The Social Concerns Commission actually had 
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a very broad mandate. And that was to look at and try to 
address social issues that affected the well-being and 
health of the greater Dayton metropolitan area. So from the 
very beginning we had a keen interest in public education. 
We felt that that does and did make a significant 
contribution to peoples' lives. So, in fact, it was in June 
of 1971 when I interviewed with the board of directors for 
the first time. At the June board meeting the board passed 
a resolution to support Dr. Carle and his request to the 
board for desegregating the administration and the teaching 
staffs of the public schools. So it goes way back. I had 
nothing to do with the initial resolution but it indicated 
the ethos of the organization. 
JW: That was an easier thing for the Dayton Schools to 
accomplish, the desegregation of staff and administration. 
And I always thought that in part the ease of accomplishing 
that end was a result of the pressure that came from the 
Dept. of Health, Education, and Welfare. They simply 
ordered that it had to be done. But they didn't seem to do 
the same for pupil desegregation. That is, all they 
required staff, they laid off the question of pupils. 
RK: It was a whole mo~ement then. With Dr. Carle being 
an advocate for quality integrated desegregated education. 
There was a whole response from the community, a negative 
response, persons ran for the school board under the slogan 
Save Our Schools, and were elected to the school board 
and of course, then became a maj ori ty of the school board. 
But he had advocated and became a rebuttal on the part of 
the majority of the board. And it kept fighting it in court. 
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It took place between 1971 and 1974 or so. Because some of 
the first desegregation that took place was in September, 
1975. One or two of the schools took part. But the whole 
system, of course, took part in September, 1976. So, as I 
said, we had a broad interest in public education itself. 
And so we worked in other kinds of issues in public 
education as well. Like, for example, we advocated for 
s u ppo rt of the s tate income tax, whi ch he I ped to provide 
many additional dollars for public education. Then we 
worked at local school levies, as well. Dayton had had a 
difficult time at passing levies and finally the schools had 
to close. We passed two levies within a very short period 
of time as a result of that. Some of the other things we 
did in public education ••• is this helpful? 
JW: Absolutely. I was fascinated with the school board 
levy that you're speaking oL •• The 1971 election, which was 
both a school board and a bond levy election, as you point 
out the school board levy passed for the first time since 
Carle had come to the city of Dayton. But at the same time 
Bill Goodwin won his seat on the school board. So it was a 
strange defeat and victory at the same time. 
RK: Some people had the tendency to think as long as 
the schools are operating, we're not really in deep 
financial strains! But there's nothing to demonstrate it 
like closing the schools. 
JW: So you thought that's what allowed for the 
passing? 
RK: I'm sure it had an effect. Because children needed 
to be in school and some parents didn't want them at home. 
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So you can see what kinds of problems that would create. 
I'm positive, my opinion is that that had an effect. 
Because the seriousness came home. 
JW: You're speaking about the role of the Metropolitan 
Churches United and perhaps clergy, in general, in those 
school board elections. Would it be fair to say that in 
general the influence of the clergy was to try to have an 
open debate? I noticed that especially in the 1973 
election, that is, the next school board election after 
1971, that churches held debates. That is, when the 
liberals organized under a ban of Citizens for Better 
Schools, it seemed that churches provided the opportunities 
for the SOS, at least those members who were campaigning, 
because Robert French was on the school board and he 
wouldn't campaign, to talk with the liberals and open up. 
Does that seem to be accurate? 
RK: Yes, I think so. In fact, I think we did some of 
that with League of Women Voters. Another thing that is 
quite clear to me that we did in regard to school board 
elections, which was kind of a non-partisan, non-side-taking 
approach, which we did a survey of the candidates running 
for school board and did a query with them on their 
positions on ten different critical issues in public 
education. And then when we received those returns, we 
published that in the Dayton Daily News and the Dayton 
Journal Herald and the Black Press as part of our 
contribution to educating the public in terms of where 
people stood on issues. Because officially we were not 
involved directly in supporting one candidate over another. 
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That was not permitted under our constitution, being a non-
profit, tax-exempt organization. So we did not do that. But 
we did some education, I think and we facilitated some forms 
so that people could understand and that was a good 
contribution for the church to make. 
JW: Absolutely. I didn't realize that being a tax-
exempt organization you wouldn't be allowed to become a 
political ••• 
RK: S01C3C, you can't take position on candidates. 
Even candidates running on a non-partisan ticket. 
Supposedly our city commission candidates are, and county 
commission, and school board people would be non-political 
in the sense of being Democrats or Republications. 
not permitted under S01C3C. 
JW: But you could take positions on certain ••• 
RK: ••• positions on issues. 
JW: Such as the desegregation of the staff. 
Tha t' s 
RK: That's right. We did teaching of the staff. 
JW: Did you take a similar position of the question of 
desegregation of the pupils, that is, from the metropolitan 
area? 
RK: I don't know if we ever addressed the question ••• l 
don't recall ever having significantly addressing the 
question of metropolitan desegregation beyond Dayton because 
there certainly wasn't the force there. Since the court was 
limited to the Dayton district. 
JW: And it was also going on doing those years. 
RK: Right, from 1970 on. So we focused on what was 
relevant and important at the time. And I know Dr. Glatt, 
6 
the fellow that was shot, that he was concerned about trying 
to make it metropolitan-wide. But since the court didn't 
address that at the time, it didn't have the kind of 
progress and it didn't have the kind of impact or the power 
of the court and the laws. I think we understood 
from the beginning that the problems in public education, 
one of the problems was that every student would have an 
And that was not being equal educational opportunity. 
achieved in the Dayton system. You had people teaching ••• a 
black teacher, for example, retired after forty years of 
teaching and never taught a white child. And it was not 
adequately comparing and providing the experience in the 
context of education for children to live in a multi-
cultural world. So we weren't really taking advantage of 
what the opportunities were for everyone. I think there was 
a clear indication that when it carne to facilities and 
resources that an equal amount was not being spent on the 
then all-black schools. 
JW: You mentioned Charles Glatt. He was shot in 1975, 
I believe. 
RK: That's right. I went to the memorial service. He 
was shot on September 19, 1975. 
JW: That shooting seems to have made a difference in 
controversy. Is that accurate to say? 
RK: Yes, I think it communicated the seriousness of 
the situation. I think a couple of other things, in terms 
of the context, in 1975-1976 was the tremendously difficult 
time Boston had to desegregate. Now that's in the national 
context. Which received, of course, a lot of media 
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coverage. And the fact that, also, a city like Detroit and 
Indianapolis desegregated with a minimum amount of conflict. 
That we had some role models to work with, say, cities that 
we did not want to be like and other cities we did want to 
emulate. So I think that helped in the context as well. 
JW: After his shooting there was a lot of effort 
worth, exactly what you're saying, trying not to emulate 
those places where violent confrontations went on and it 
seemed to me then that clergy seemed, maybe that's a bad 
word to use, any kind of religious leader in the mix, but it 
seemed like it was an opportunity for people to get 
together then all the more strongly, at least the religious 
leaders, and to appeal for reason and peace and for calm. 
Whereas in 1972 or earlier there seemed to be a division. 
Is that accurate to say? 
RK: Oh, I think so. What obviously the clincher was, 
is the court decision that Dayton was found guilty of 
practicing desegregation, clear and simple, as in other 
places across the country and that we had to find a remedy, 
which Dr. Glatt was working on. Looked at all the remedies 
and one of the remedies were the housing patterns had to be 
busing. And knew that unless we really worked at it, that 
we could be in for some 'Very, 'Very difficult times that 
would be difficult for schools, for the community and the 
reputation of the area. Everything was at stake. I think 
as a religious community, Metropolitan Churches United, and 
I'm including the Jewish community as well, were in a very 
unique position. Once in a awhile church and religious 
institutions can be a place of leadership. And this is 
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where we could and did because we set up an inter-religious 
task force, inter-face task force, in September of 1975. 
And began to put that together with 19 different religious 
bodies. 
JW: And you signed a pledge ••• ? 
RK: We had a pledge, called upon the community, we 
didn't just work with the religious community, but worked 
with all the linkages within the community so that we could 
be catalysts and movers in relationship, not saying that all 
the motivation by any means from the religious community, 
but I suppose the most important event that we did was the 
desegregation seminar that we sponsored in March, 1976. We 
brought together for a whole day seminar about 250 people 
throughout the metropolitan area. They were religious 
people, teachers, principals, business people, elected 
officials, neighborhood leaders, all across the area and we 
were able to get as our keynote speaker the superintendent 
from Detroit, Arthur Jefferson. He did absolutely a superb 
job for us in terms of laying out what the possibilities and 
alternatives were for a community like us. Because you try 
just going through, we're still working on the desegregation 
issue. He was a very able speaker, a good communicator. We 
were able to use the media to the hilt. 
JW: I've noticed that, yeah. 
RK: And the media were most cooperative. 
JW: There are a lot of stories in the Dayton Daily 
News and the Journal Herald both speaking about the efforts 
the church people did. 
RK: And so that seminar provided some good input, some 
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good knowledge, some good motivation and part of what we did 
during that seminar is to break down into neighborhood 
groups so that citizens from the area, including church 
people and others, could take a look at the schools in their 
area and try to identify where are the strengths, where are 
the weaknesses, what needs to be done to prepare peacefully 
for desegregation. 
JW: There were some sort of exchanges, weren't there? 
RK: Yes. 
JW: Those that would be bused would be familiar to the 
school ••• 
RK: We did do that, some school exchanges and we even 
set up a ministerial association with Belmont and Dunbar 
that became some of the first time some of this clergy had 
been together with black clergy and white clergy. So that 
was a very interesting project and received a lot of good 
support. 
JW: I guess during the summer there were church 
camps ••• 
RK: That's right. There were 2 churches that got 
together, voluntarily, and did summer camp. I think it was 
with 4th graders. Also, I might say that what made a major 
contribution, I spent probably 75% of my time, over half of 
my time, and we also employed a full-time staff person to 
work with us about 18 months, Nicholas Davis. Nick is a 
member of the Greek Orthodox Church. He was the first 
president of Metropolitan Churches United, a lay person, 
very much committed to public education. And so he worked 
with me on this whole task of organizing the religious 
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community and developing strategies as well as relating to 
the larger community. So that made an important part. In 
fact, this report that's in here is a report that he wrote, 
which I fully subscribe to. Then we tried to organize in 
such a way that each denomination would do, and religious 
body would do, among its own clergy. Clergy and lay people 
of each denomination was preparing actively and then we drew 
the whole thing together with a statement on school 
desegregation that was published in the newspapers over a 
hundred religious bodies. And that was done just before the 
opening of schools in 1976. 
JW: And you were able to do this without any real 
legal authority? You must be simply as an educative leader. 
You're saying that these are the things we should do and 
people must be agreeing with you. 
RK: It was the climate for it. Here we're facing the 
situation. I think that made a difference. If we would 
have been pre-court ordered, I think it would have been 
much, much more difficult to do. And you would have gotten 
a lot more confrontation and antagonism. But because of the 
order and because of our being ready with the task force, 
that's the only way we would have done this seminar in March 
of 1976 because we had been looking ahead not as a religious 
community, but looking ahead as to what was coming and what 
the implications of it were and we were able to pull that 
together. And we were afraid to do it. Politicians didn't 
need to do it, educators needed to do it. Business 
community didn't do it, but together we were able, without 
taking the initiative, we were able to do that. 
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JW: Did you find much resistance amongst clerics in 
Dayton? 
RK: Very little. 
JW: I was thinking of earlier when Wayne Carle ~ 
here he seemed to have met some resistance ••• Reverend Gerald 
Fleming is one name that comes to mind. 
Temple? 
Dayton Baptist 
RK: Yes, I think there was some opposition but I think 
the public attitude, you know you had the media that was 
geared in •• 
JW: By 1975 and 1976 ••• 
RK: Yes, by 1975 and 1976 they knew what to do and not 
to be inflammatory and what to do in a positive sense, not 
manipulating people, but doing a positive kind of job. That 
was, I think, very important. I think the Dayton Citizens 
Advisory Committee, the court-ordered board, I think was an 
important piece of it as well. And in this report I think 
you'll see that we're linked to the original citizens' 
committee for peaceful desegregation. And we as a religious 
body also related to all the different groups in the 
committee; in fact, we set up a weekly staff meeting of all 
the staff people that were involved; people in the city that 
were working on this, people from the Ombudsman office and 
the schools and the police department. So we had kind of a 
clearinghouse, a clearing center, to share information, 
to share what we were doing plus to get the graduates' input 
as to what was taking place. 
JW: Well, it was certainly successful. The Dayton 
desegregation was said to be the most successful of its 
12 
ti me. And the clery received an enormous amount of credit 
and praise for doing that. And justly so, it sounds. 
RK: I think so. And we just had good cooperation on 
the part of people, too. And so the clergy, then, did 
things in certain areas of the city. They'd have worship 
service ••• 
JW: •• On the day of September ••• 
RK: Right. • •• prayer vigil the weekend before. 
JW: You should sing your praises ••• 
RK: It was fun to do really. It was very demanding, I 
must so, to say the least, but it was a place where sometime 
in history you can make a unique contribution. It was a 
very clear need and a ~ery clear call to do something 
about the situation that was facing us. 
JW: Both moral and social. 
RK: Exactly. So you had both of those kinds of forces 
to appeal to. 
JW: And something that you're allowed to do by the 
law. Again, it sounded like you couldn't get into the 
political campaigns of a sort, but this issue ••• 
RK: Provided leadership, it did some of the initial 
leadership. Of course that the roles the Department of 
Justice played in that were important but off behind the 
scenes. That was ~ery important as well. Working with the 
staff, his name was Tommy Jones and just was a superb 
conflict resolution kind of person. A superb person with 
ideas and information and so on that were very helpful. 
JW: Did she come from the court? It's "she", isn't 
it? Or is it a he? 
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RK: No, she came from the U.S. Dept. of Justice, 
Community Relations Reception, or something like that. They 
were assigned •••• 
JW: But Judge Rubin had nothing to do with that 
suggestion that she be here? 
RK: I do not know that. At that time she advised 
the community to assess ••• I don't know whether the black 
community invited her in or just how that ••• I don't recall 
how that took place. 
JW: You mentioned the black community ••• One of the 
things that surprises me as I look back on Wayne Carle's 
being here, was that he received both support and 
condemnation from the black community. T hat is, V. A. Hue y 
is one minister that comes to mind, who supported Wayne 
Carle. I can't think of any ministers that opposed him but 
Art Thomas stands as an individual who seemed to not to have 
always been behind Wayne Carle. Did you find black churches 
mixed with their positions? Or did you find them favorable 
to desegregation? 
RK: I think I found them generally favorable, but 
sometimes we expect the black community to be unilateral. 
Is there reason we should expect ••• I'm not suggesting you're 
saying that •• • 
JW: No! 
RK: But that seems to be a mistake that we make, is 
that we expect that black community, because they're black, 
but we never expect the white community to be unified 
because we're all whites, you know. But we somehow expect 
blacks ••• And that's where we need some education. I think 
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there are black churches who are more socially involved than 
o the r s. And I think that makes a d if f e rence. I don't 
recall any real black church anti-demonstr~tion, that kind 
of thing. 
JW: I guess early in the campaigns when Goodwin ran in 
1971, one of his running mates was Boyd Hinton, who was a 
reverend. Hinton just ran that one time and it seems he 
never has reappeared. 
RK: I don't think so. And one of the barometers that 
would indicate, it seems to me, that we had made the grade 
was in relationship to election for county commissioners. I 
don't know if you've ever heard that story or not. 
JW: No, please. 
RK: But there were a couple of candidates that ran for 
county commissioner, in my opinion, not really widely well-
known, and they were running, at least espousing, you know 
the east Dayton community of being opposed to desegregation. 
And people from the community got up and denounced them at a 
candidates meeting. And just blasted them for their taking 
that kind of stance when the rest of the community was 
trying to prepare for peaceful desegregation. And, of 
course, as you know, you see so much ••• some politicians, I 
should say ••• taking advantage of issues just to get into the 
public eye or to advance themselves. Which I think is a 
very sad situation, "Co say the least. Rather than staying 
with issues, they take a public issue on which the public 
feels strongly and then often you come down on the very 
negative side of it as well. Gay bashing or the death 
penalty or whatever issue you might want to take a look at. 
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So I guess another role that we played was in the recruiting 
of volunteers. We had hundreds of volunteers involved on 
the day of desegregation. We had people being at bus stops, 
people who had worked on the committees at the time, there 
was an information-action center down at the Board of 
Education. Telephones needed to be covered, we had people 
going from door to door ••• 
JW: ••• explaining who was going where and what they 
were doing? 
RK: Right. And clergy assisting in the schools 
themselves. 
JW: Reverend Madison, for example, going down to 
Longfellow ••• 
RK: Yes, he was a great supporter. George Miller was 
the chair of our inter-faith task force and he was the 
pastor of Santa Clara Christian Church which has since 
merged with Hillcrest Christian Church, up near Good 
Samaritan Hospital. Now they're called United Christian. The 
merger took up two congregations from the same area in 
upper Dayton View. Actually they're on this side of 
Salem ••• 
JW: Harrison Township? No. 
RK: You're thinking of Frock. 
JW: If I was from another community and our community 
was going through a similar thing that Dayton had gone 
through, and I came to you and asked for some suggestions, 
what would you tell me that I should do in order to imitate 
Dayton insofaras having a peaceful desegregation? 
RK: I think the importance of two or three very clear 
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goals and I think our number one goal in Dayton that was 
subscribed to by almost everybody, was "Let's do it 
peacefully; let's do it well." And so many things began to 
be judged from that basis. So I think that's one. The 
other thing I think it's important to get all facets of the 
community involved on helping, first of all, deciding what 
that major goals are, and then find a way that they can give 
continuing significant committment. Because a lot of people 
gave a lot of committment, some were volunteers, like Dr. 
Ken , for example, and other people were paid staff ---
people who worked in the city or the paid staff people in 
the schools. It took that kind of citizen, staff, political 
leaders, and they were all working together. I think 
religious leaders were working together to be able to have 
that happen. So as to establish a method by which you can 
have linkage and communiciation for all the groups that are 
at work. That's extremely critical. And some of it 
informal, so that everything shared is not necessarily put 
forth at a meeting and some confidential ways to share 
information. I think the other thing is to find ways to 
appeal to and involved grass roots people, clergy, 
educators, community organization type of people that know 
how to relate to the people in the grass roots. And I'm 
talking about community organizations in the different areas 
of the city. Of course, we used the political structures as 
well, semi-political structures in Dayton, the priority 
boards saw us as being ••• I think Dayton is one of the few 
cities that has carried on with that type of structure. It 
seems to be that's a very positive way to get citizens 
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involved where they feel the area of the city is partly 
their's and they feel involved in making suggestions and 
improving their area of the city. Of course it has been 
shown that we have not done much desegregating without the 
court order. We needed the force of law. But even without 
the force of law in some regards the examples of 
people complying with ••• what I'm thinking of are religious 
schools. 
JW: It doesn't seem that anybody profited from, or 
tried to be an opportunist, it doesn't seem like there was a 
bonanza for the religious schools. Catholic schools closed 
enrollment. Dayton Christian had an increased enrollment 
but they didn't seem to encourage people to 
RK: I don't recall any particular data but I don't 
think there was any major shift. Perhaps more in the 
turmoil years before that, then after. The ability to shift 
depends upon your ability to shift, too. That isn't a 
double but it's true. But if you don't have the 
financial a lot of people can't decide that they 
can't get up and move to Kettering or Centerville or West 
Carrollton or Vandalia. 
JW: The sad part of the story is that 
even though it was an extraordinarily successful 
desegregation, geographicaly the size has increased, but the 
population has decreased and the population has becomed 
increasingly old, the schools have become increasingly black 
and probably, more than anything, it's due to the economic 
situation. It's ghastly. Even success is a failure. 
RK: That's right. We lived in the city and four 
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of our children graduated from high school in Dayton. The 
fifth was already away at college. 
JW: Oh, by the time desegregation had begun? 
RK: By the time we mO\Ted here in 1971, she was enrolled 
in college. 
JW: Where were you in the city, may I ask? 
RK: We were in the College Hill area. 
JW: Oh, we're neighbors. I live on North Euclid. You 
may know ••• 
RK: We don't live there now. 
JW: 
RK: Oh, sure, I knew her. 
JW: former house. 
RK: Is that right? We lived at Otterbein and 
Tennyson, a two-story, four bedroom house. But when the 
four remaining children were at horne left and we had a big 
yard and lots of trees, colonial house, painting it all the 
time. 
JW: Tell me about it! 
RK: We just made these decisions when I was mO\Ting to 
retirement, two or three years before retirement, we had all 
the housing experience we needed to leave. We could leave 
all that to someone else; the yard work, and all that. We 
really wanted to spend our time doing other things. 
JW: It's an integrated neighborhood. 
RK: Oh, yes. 
JW: It could be one of the few in Dayton. 
RK: That's right. We had lots of persons of different 
backgrounds. It's also not only integrated black and white, 
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it's also integrated in terms of Jewish, Protestant, 
Catholic faiths. So we enjoyed the years that we were there, 
but the house outgrew us. We no longer had a need for a big 
house. So we just decided we'd shift to a condominium. We 
looked in Dayton but there just wasn't any kind of 
condominiums available. I don't know if there are hardly 
any of them available anyway. In fact, we had even thought 
about Cooper House. That's a little bit too restricted. 
Just small and it also gets into the three-story thing. We 
were trying to get away from that. Stairs were a problem; 
laundry in the basement, bedrooms on the second floor. That 
can get to be more than what one wants to deal with. We 
decided to get rid of some blomings (sp?) that you collect 
over the years. We wanted to be freed up from all that. So 
that was helpful. 
JW: That seems to have been a strange neighborhood, 
Serving Our Schools, the committee, seems to have originated 
in our neighborhood, the Dayton View section. 
RK: That's true. 
JW: Bill Goodwin lived up there, John Maxwell lived up 
in that area. So did Goff. And Robert French, I guess, was 
from there. But, at the same time, that's where the 
Citizens for Better Schools and St. Agnes ••• 
RK: Yes, there were a lot of leadership in that area. 
JW: From both sides. 
RK: Exactly. Dick Beech used to live up there. 
JW: I don't know Dick Beech. 
RK: Dick Beech is a public relations person at NCR. 
JW: Oh, he was the chair, or was he a part of Citizens 
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f . Better Schools? 
RK: Citizens for Better Schools, I think he was chair 
of that, in fact. 
JW: Well, I want to thank you for talking with me. 
You used to see Pat Roach up around the seminary. I want to 
thank you for taking the time to talk with me. 
RK: I'm glad to do it. You're entirely welcome. 
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